SOVIET UNDERSTANDING
simply die behaviour of thing stuff. Just as there can
be no distinct substance called pinkness, but only a
physical object having the abstract attribute of pink-
ness, so there can be no idea stuff which is not simply a
way in which physical things, brains and bodies are
behaving.
I have dealt above in a pretty crude way with the
unity of mind and matter. Now I am afraid I must
treat the scientific process of abstraction in a similar
manner. This is necessary, because I shall be obliged,
in what follows, to talk about such things as Pro-
testantism, Capitalism, Bourgeoisdom, Catholicism,
the Middle Class, Non-Conformism, Quietism, all of
which are abstractions. I shall also be discussing things
like the Middle Ages, Antiquity, Slavery, which are
also abstractions, and I shall be generalising about the
relationships between these abstractions in a manner
that I think is tentatively scientific. To do so, however,
involves the attempt to explain briefly the general basis
of my method. All this business is quite definitely
connected with Russia and Communism, or rather, it is
connected with my special way of looking at these
formidable subjects. Later on, when I have got all this
philosophy off my chest, the book will become less
long-winded, pompous and obscure, and the reader
will be able to torn his mind to more entertaining